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From the Principal: 

 

Celebrations! 

Over the past few weeks, we have been conducting learning walks through our classrooms. Learning walks are where staff members 

briefly visit other classrooms during their release times. We have been focusing on ensuring that teachers are providing students with 

information on not only what they are learning, but also how they can demonstrate they have been successful in their learning. 

We have an expectation that all lessons will have a Learning Intention. This is a clear statement for students that indicates what they 

will be learning during that lesson. “I am learning to accurately apply capital letters in my writing,” is an example of a Learning Inten-

tion. Success Criteria are statements that state what success in achieving that learning intention will look like. “All names of people 

and places have capital letters in my writing,” is an example of a success criteria.  

As we have been conducting our learning walks, it has been very pleasing to see that Learning Intentions and Success Criteria are in-

creasingly becoming part of every lesson in every grade. To support the effectiveness of our Learning Intentions and Success Criteria, 

talk with your child each evening after school. Specifically, ask them the four following questions: 

“What did you learn today?” 

“Can you remember any of today’s Learning Intentions?” 

“Do you remember what the Success Criteria were today?” 

“How are you doing with your learning?” 

 

Are You OK? 

The tragic circumstances around the death of football personality Danny Frawley this week, serve as a timely reminder about the 

need for all of us to look out for one another’s mental wellbeing. One of the simplest ways we can do that is to ask each other, “Are 

you OK?” 

Tomorrow, September 12, is R U OK Day. This is an initiative dedicated to suicide prevention. The day seeks to remind us of the need 

to ensure the fragility of mental health and wellbeing is something that we regularly talk about and are aware of, not something that 

is hidden away in a dark corner. In today’s age, where the day to day stresses and pressures of life are greater than ever before, main-

taining our mental health and wellbeing can be very challenging for many of us. In addition, social media can often have us drowning 

in the celebrations and achievements of others, exacerbating a feeling that we are failing in life. Initiatives like R U OK Day are all 

about ensuring that not only do we seek to check in on one another but also to promote the message that it is OK to be struggling 

and that it is certainly OK to talk about this. 

For more information on this initiative, go to https://www.ruok.org.au/.  

 

 

 

You don’t need to be an expert to reach out – just a good friend and a great listener. 

Are you OK? A conversation could change a life. 

 

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN results will go out to families of our Grade 3 and 5 students tomorrow. These results provide information on how your child 

performed on that particular test on that particular day. Whilst results give an indication into your child’s abilities in the subject areas 

of Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and Numeracy, results need to be combined with other assessments, such as those of 

students’ regular work in class, before a truly accurate picture of your child’s abilities can be ascertained. It is not uncommon for 

some students to over achieve in the NAPLAN tests, just as it is not uncommon for some students to under achieve in these tests. 

As an overall school cohort, our student NAPLAN data provides us with very valuable information into how our students are going in 

their learning, and subsequently, how our teaching and learning programs are catering for our students’ needs. This will be an area 

we as a staff will be unpacking in the near future, as we look to reveal the narrative our NAPLAN data is telling. 

 

School Disco THIS Friday 

Don't blame it on the sunshine, don't blame it on the moonlight, don't blame it on good times, blame it on the boogie. That ’s exactly 

what we’ll be doing Friday night from 6 to 8pm at our school disco. Please see the front and second last pages of this newsletter for 

more information. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Signing Off 

If we learn nothing else from this tragedy, we learn that life is short and there is no time for hate.  

Until next time, be the best you can be. 

Mr. O’Callaghan 

 

 

https://www.ruok.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chill with Gill  

Speaking with Junior School Council members last week, re-

garding feedback from their experience supporting yard duty, it 

seems whilst walking around the school in the last week at 

lunchtimes, they have noticed some really encouraging behav-

iours in our school. 

The understanding that all friendships have their ups and 

downs and just because there may be minor disagreements with 

a friend, students are appearing to be resolving their differ-

ences.   

When we see the smiles and friendly nature in the playground, 

it is heartening when the helpfulness of students at Willow-

mavin PS toward staff and other students is certainly praise-

worthy. Not to mention the fun Mr Rodwell shares in his athlet-

ic zest in the daily lunchtime game of tiggy and let’s not forget 

Mr O’Callaghan’s ball skills on the basketball court.  

 

Gill 

 

Afternoon Willowmavin Families, 

Don’t forget this Friday night, the 13th of September  is our  W i l l o w  D i s c o ! !. 

There will be loads of dancing, games – Musical Statues, the limbo stick will be out again and the challenge of Musical Chairs - 

who is the fastest off their feet?! Great prizes up for grabs for all games. Glow sticks for sale. Lucky door price and of course the 

grand prize for best dressed. 

 Don’t forget theme is something beginning with a W P or S 

The night will kick off at 6pm. As with last year, parents are certainly welcome to hang around, have a chat to each other, mingle, 

have a little dance or watch the festivities, although if having your parent there isn’t cool you can leave the kids with us. The night 

will finish up at 8.00pm sharp.   

We have a couple of cool disco dads helping on the BBQ for dinner. A sausages and a drink will be included in your $10.00 entry. 

Big shout out to Ms Taylor for helping us with posters all over the school. 

 

Footy Colours Day: It’s getting close to that one day in September so our last day of Term 3  is Footy Colours Day. Come in your 

favourite footy team colours. Hot lunch will be available on this day with of course traditional party pies and sausage rolls. Enve-

lopes for hot lunches have gone home today with this newsletter so please check bottom of school bags! Please return your order 

envelope by next Tuesday, September 17, to allow for purchasing. 

Collect all your coins to help your team with the longest coin trial. For all our Foundation and new families, this is where all the 

kids get together in their footy teams and lay out any coins they could bring along, team with the longest trail wins, and of course 

all the coins go towards new resources for our school. So get emptying all your spare coins jars and fill the kids’ pockets. 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle: Sunday, October 20 is Bunnings, Craigieburn Sausage Sizzle Day.  Please don ’t forget we need all hands 

on deck for this one so if you can assist, get the office to jot down your details. 

Until next week.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Student of the Week 

 

F/1 Hannah Pate 

 For showing excellent skills in dividing. 

 

 

2/3 Harrison Mealy 

 For using a growth mindset in maths. 

 

 

3/4 Olivia Poulter 

 For putting in extra effort to improve her spelling. 

 

 

5/6 Matthew Mealy 

 For demonstrating amazing leadership skills at district athletics. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dates to Remember 

August  

13th Sep - School Disco 

20th Sep - Footy Colours Day 

11th Oct - F/1 Bundoora Park Farm Excursion 

20th Oct - WPS Sausage Sizzle at Craigieburn Bunnings 

 

*Don’t forget to mark these dates in your calendar* 

Thursday 

September   
 

4th - Ben Hamilton 

5th - Tait Lang 

6th - Riley McKenzie 

14th - Tanika Dale 

16th - Milla Hiscock 

24th - Tayah Robinson 

26th - Charlotte Jackson 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiezr77v7_iAhVOWH0KHTVDCMIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%25
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2F736x%2F19%2Fd9%2F4c%2F19d94c8818a0bc739b9da315e1a7d941.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F822751425651160977%2F&docid=dUja209mzJEtZM&tbnid=OwJpBPjxyR9i6M%3A&vet=10ahU
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiezr77v7_iAhVOWH0KHTVDCMIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%25


Reading Awards 
150 Nights Plus 

Charlie McCrossan  

Ruby Ellis 

Jeremy Hall-Boden  

Cody Evans 

Logan Ford 

Molly Gill 

Blair Newbould 

50  Nights Plus 

Jack Griffiths 

100 Nights Plus 

Tanika Dale 

Georgia Brad3ley  

Ben Hamilton 

Nate Eames 

Dayne Lang 

Chloe Jackson 

125  Nights Plus 

Charlotte Bradley 

Jack Hamilton 

Tait Lang 

Cooper Wilkinson-Hill 

Willow Roberts 

Jett Skinner-McLean 

Anneka Thornton 

Bailey Morgan 

Max Buhagiar  

Jesse Jervis 

 

175 Nights Plus 

Brodie Ellis 

Maddie Nolan 

Rhys Pate 

Riley McKenzie 

Flyyn Patton 

Beau Jervis 

Hannah Pate 

75  Nights Plus 

Charlotte Jackson 

Noah Griffiths 

Elias Haber 

200  Nights Plus 

Alex Mason 

Willow Poulter 

Tyler Stebbing 

Jake Bamford-Newey 

Charlotte Hiscock 

Anwyn Lajang 

Harrison Mealy 

Lacey Buhagiar 

Matthew Mealy 

Alexis Carter 

Christopher Milvain 

Jai Bamford-Newey 

Jemma Kosmer  

Olivia Poulter  





 

Learning in 3/4 
 

In Science we did an experiment called walking water. 

We needed three cups of water with food colouring in 

them, two empty cups and three pieces of paper towel. 

The water travels between the paper towels and makes 

a rainbow. It showed us how the inside of plants work. 

Now we are starting projects about plants, mine will be 

about flowers.  

By Charlotte Bradley 

In Reading we have been learning about different points of view. There are three different kinds of point of 

view. One is called first person. It is I, we and me. Second person uses the words you, your and you’ll. The 

third person is he, she, they and the names of people. We have used these to work out how stories are told 

from different points of view.  

By Jack Hamilton 

In ICT we have been learning how to export our worlds in Minecraft. We can then share them with the class. 

My world is called Time Bunker and I’ve built my bunker in the side of a mountain. I trick people in my 

bunker by making them exit the bunker instead of finding the secret room and my library. It is fun to build 

worlds and share them. 

By Tait Lang 

In Writing we have been learning how to write myths. In a myth you have to have a setting, a hero and a 

beast. Then you need to include a complication, which is a problem for the characters. Then we have the 

events. I have enjoyed writing my myth. It is called the Legend of Zeus and Heller.   

By Tyler Stebbing 

In Maths we have been learning about Fractions and 

Decimals. Fractions are when we divide a whole into parts. 

For example: Fred has eight friends and a large pizza cut into 

sixteen slices, they all get 2 pieces each. The fraction is 2/16 

or 1/8. We have also counted by fractions too. For example: 

1/3, 2/3, 1, 1 1/3, 1 2/3 and 2.    

By Blake Dale 

 






