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Grade 3/4 
This week in ICT we have been learning how to code. 
We have made a basketball game code and used 
blocks to make the ball move. We also tried a coding 
activity called Lego Bits and Bricks. The one I liked 
most was the basketball one, thanks for listening.

By Dayne

This week in Writing we have been learning how to 
write Gothic horror stories. Horror stories are fun to 
wrote. Mr Rodwell is writing a story called 'Wardrobe 
of Doom'. My story is called The Girls and the Killer. 
Miss O’Donnell was teaching us to use synonyms in 
our stories too.

By Anneka

In Art, we have been making our own monsters out of 
clay. We used spoons, icy pole sticks and a little piece 
of wood. We also used a little bit of water. My 
monster has three eyes and a tongue. It was really 
messy, but fun!

By Sophia

In Science we have been learning about forces. Some 
examples of forces are push force, air resistance, 
gravity, normal contact, spring resistance and friction 
force. We have done some experiments like making a 
parachute. We have also been learning about 
machines.

By Jake J
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Celebrations!
Early in Term 2 this year, when schools throughout Victoria were transitioning to a remote and flexible learning model, our School
Improvement Team carefully considered how this significant change to the way we operate would impact our abilities to achieve our goals
and targets for the year. As a result of this investigation, it was identified that the school’s goal of developing “strong partnerships with
parents and carers to improve student outcomes” was an area that remote and flexible learning would enable the school to target.
Recently, the school has been able to access the results of the Parent Opinion Survey conducted at the commencement of this term. I am
extremely pleased to report that these results indicate the school has done an excellent job in developing partnerships with families to
support students in their learning this year. In the key targeted areas of Parent Participation and Involvement, School Support and Teacher
Communication, Willowmavin recorded an average 9% increase in positive responses. This is fantastic recognition of the lengths staff went
to and the efforts they put in, to work in close partnership with our families to overcome the challenges this year has presented.
These results are a fantastic celebration for our school, and raise the bar for our expected level of performance in these areas in the future.
As we plan for 2021, we will continue to investigate and implement new strategies that will assist us as we strive to build strong
partnerships with our school community to further improve student outcomes.

Farewell 2020
This is our final newsletter for the year. It has been a year that will remain in our memories for a long
time to come. Whilst there are many reasons for many of us to be eager to see the back of 2020, There
are many reasons also to look back at this year with great pride and a sense of great achievement. As
mentioned above, this year has seen the partnership between school and home at Willowmavin Primary
School, become closer and more effective than ever before. For our parents and guardians, we thank
you for your support - not only for us as a school, but in particular your children in their learning. Having
parents on staff, we were able to witness and experience first hand the challenges of balancing working
from home with children learning from home. Whilst you all had different circumstances and
experiences during this time, each and every one of you did what you could. We hope that as the school
year comes to an end you get the chance to reflect on that and to take a moment to acknowledge your
achievements.

Farewell
The end of another school year means that for some, their time at Willowmavin has come to an end. Whilst we will always have the
welcome mat out for past students, families and staff , once your time at a school is over, it’s never quite the same.
This year, we farewell the Carter, Demnar, Milvain, Nolan, Patton, Stebbing and Weller families whose children leave Willowmavin at the
end of this year. Next Wednesday, at our Graduation Ceremony Celebration, we celebrate Lacey, Alexis, Tanika, Cody, Brodie, Chloe, Jesse,
Chris, Flynn, Hayley and Cooper as they graduate from primary school.
We wish all of these members of our school community all the very best for 2021 and beyond. Always know that you will forever be
welcome back at Willowmavin.

Next Thursday, we will take the time to celebrate and acknowledge the year’s achievements as a whole school, at our End of Year
Community Celebration Evening. The flyer, sent out earlier this week, is attached to this newsletter. Please note, this evening will include
our last assembly for the year. There will be no assembly on the final day of school. We hope to see as many of our families as possible on
Thursday night.

Staffing and Grade Structures 2021
We are thrilled to announce that we will maintain the same staffing in 2021. We will also once again have four classrooms, which, given
our student numbers will drop to 60 or possibly just under, is fantastic news for our students as they will be provided with small class sizes.
In addition, we will continue to offer intervention supports for students, ensuring Willowmavin Primary School has the structures in place
to maximise our opportunity to have a very successful 2021.
The grade/staffing structure will be as follows:

Grade F/1: Miss Peta Smith and Mrs Louise Reed Grade 2/3: Miss Elsie Rodger
Grade 4/5/6R: Mr Lachlan Rodwell Grade 4/5/6T: Miss.Kate Taylor

Intervention and AIP: Mrs Hayley Walton
Specialist Classes: Art (Miss Elsie Rodger)  DigiTech (Digital Technologies) (Mr Lachlan Rodwell)

Discovery (Miss Kate Taylor) Health and Physical Education (Peta Smith) 
Education Support: Anne Eames & Sharon White Chaplain: Mrs Maggie Wadley
Business Manager: Miss Peta Warrior Principal: Andrew O’Callaghan
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Grade Placements and Meet the Teacher
Students will meet their 2021 teachers next Wednesday morning as part of our Meet the Teacher session. One of the challenges small
schools face is a lack of flexibility around class placements. Where we have had some flexibility, we have ensured as much as possible that
students have been placed with their academic, social and wellbeing needs at the forefronts of our minds.
When talking to your child about their transition to a new class for 2021, focus on the new opportunities that this brings. Whilst children
can feel apprehensive about their new class, it is an opportune time to build new relationships and to develop resilience. We thank you in
advance for your support.

First Day Back
First day of school for students in Grades 1 – 6 in 2021 is Thursday, the 28th of January. Our Foundation students will commence the
following day on Friday, the 29th.

Signing Off

To all members of the Willowmavin Primary School community, have a fantastic Christmas and festive season. Enjoy the holidays, stay safe,
and we will of course see you back at Willow in 2021.

Until next time, take care of one another and be the best you can be!

Mr. O’Callaghan
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WPS COMMUNITY CELEBRATION
DATE: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
TIME: 5:3OPM TO 8:00PM
LOCATION: AT SCHOOL!!!

Dear Families of Willowmavin,

We are thrilled to announce that we will be able to have an end of year
celebration evening with families invited to attend on-site.
The evening will be different to previous years due to some restrictions
still applying and the fact we have had a much shorter timeframe to
prepare.
Families are invited to arrive from 5:30pm, at which stage the BBQ will be
up and running to provide sausages and drinks for families. There will be
no formal events for the first hour, so families are encouraged to bring a
picnic rug and catch up with one another on the oval.
At 6:30pm, our end of year assembly will take place. This will include
presentations, awards and the announcement of our 2021 school captains.
We anticipate the formal part of the evening will take approximately 1
hour, concluding around 7:30pm.

We hope to see as many as our families as possible there as we celebrate
the end of a year that will be etched into our memories for many years to
come!

Staff of Willowmavin



RESPECT • ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS • ACHIEVEMENT • COMMUNITY • HEALTH & WELLBEING

150 Nights Plus

100 Nights Plus

Bryce Haber

Nate Eames

Zara Gill

Charlotte Jackson

Blair Newbould

Georgia Bradley

250 Nights Plus

Beau Jervis

125 Nights Plus

Elias Haber

Dayne Lang

Louis Campbell

Jesse Jervis

175 Nights Plus

Ruby Ellis

75 Nights Plus

Charlie McCrossan

Ben Hamilton

Maddie Nolan

Chloe Jackson

Willow Roberts

Jake Jackson

Molly Gill

200 Nights Plus

Anwyn Lajang

Sway Frost

Charlie McKenzie

Riley McKenzie

Willow Poulter

Charlotte Bradley

Harrison Mealy

Savannah Watts

Olivia Poulter

225 Nights Plus

Alex Mason

Anneke Thornton

25 Nights Plus

Tanika Dale

Hayley Weller

Max Buhagiar

Brodie Ellis

Lacey Buhagiar

Charlotte Hiscock

Jeremy Hall-Bowden

Jake Godley

275 Nights Plus

Rhys Pate

300  Nights Plus

Christopher Milvain

Jai Bamford-Newey

Hannah Pate

Jake Bamford-Newey

Tyler Stebbing

Alexis Carter

50 Nights Plus

Bailey Morgan

Hudson Buhagiar

Torah Lang

Jack Hamilton

Tait Lang

Amelia Standing

Ryder Morgan

Milla Hiscock



F/1 SWAY FROST SCHOOL VALUE: ACHIEVEMENT

For trying hard in her reading and writing and for always being a 
helpful class member.

1/2/3 HANNAH PATE SCHOOL VALUE: ACHIEVEMENT

For always completing learning tasks to a very high standard and for 
being an excellent role model in the classroom. Great work!

3/4 HARRISON MEALY SCHOOL VALUE: ACHIEVEMENT

For writing an excellent newspaper report plan which includes 
alliteration and humorous details.

5/6 TANIKA DALE SCHOOL VALUE: ACHIEVEMENT

For writing an outstanding horror narrative that includes amazing 
descriptive language
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Student of the Week

Term: 4 Week: 8

WW GEORGIA BRADLEY SCHOOL VALUE: ACHIEVEMENT

For having a 'can do' attitude and always doing her best during our 
Webex lessons. Well done Georgia!



F/1 HUDSON BUHAGIAR SCHOOL VALUE: ACHIEVEMENT

For make good attempts at his handwriting and leaving spaces 
between his words. 

1/2/3 RUBY ELLIS SCHOOL VALUE: ACHIEVEMENT

For working hard in all learning sessions this week. Super effort!

3/4 RHYS PATE SCHOOL VALUE: ACHIEVEMENT

For achieving fantastic results in his recent fractions and decimals 
test, which shows that he has focused well during maths lessons. 

5/6 BEAU KEMP SCHOOL VALUE: COMMUNITY

For working hard on trying to improve his work across all learning 
areas.
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Student of the Week

Term: 4 Week: 9

WW TORAH LANG SCHOOL VALUE: ACHIEVEMENT

For showing enthusiasm towards learning about arrays this week and 
showing confidence when sharing her learning.



December
2nd Cade Garland
3rd Nicholas Jeffrey
3rd Lucie Hiscock
15th Lacey Buhagiar
31st Abigail Cooke
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2020 Parent Payments
As we are coming up to the end of the term and the end of the 2020 
school year,  we would like to ask for any outstanding 2020 parent 
payments to be paid up to date. If you have any questions at all please 
contact the office. Payments can be made by BPAY, EFTPOS or cash.

Absences
If your child/children are going to be absent from school please advise the 
office or their classroom teacher.

School Banking Closure
The school banking program will be closing 
in schools at the end of this term. Please 
note today was the last day for School 
Banking.

Christmas Raffle
Christmas Raffle tickets are due back by 16th

December 2020.  Thank you to everyone 
who has donated prizes for the raffle. If you 
would like to donate something please bring 
it to the office by the 16th December 2020.
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